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Press release

Rio Tinto and CODELCO announce the formation of the “Rio de
Cobre” mining technology development alliance

12 November 2009

Rio Tinto and CODELCO have entered into the “Rio de Cobre” (River of Copper)
technology alliance agreement. The new alliance allows both companies to jointly pursue
next generation copper mining and processing technology development. The aim is to
deliver safer, more energy efficient and lower cost of production from both current and
next generation open cut and deep underground mines whilst operating with a lower a
overall environmental impact.

Governed by an independent chair and vice chair, Rio de Cobre will pursue step change
technology development in the areas of Surface Mining, Underground Mining and Copper
Mineral Recovery.

Tom Albanese, Rio Tinto’s chief executive said, “I am delighted that we have entered into
the Rio de Cobre alliance with CODELCO. Combining the Rio Tinto Mine of the Future™
effort with the industry renowned copper technology expertise of CODELCO positions
both of our companies to best confront the challenges posed by the increasing demand
for copper.”

CODELCO chief executive Jose Pablo Arellano said, “Today, CODELCO as leader of the
copper mining industry is extremely pleased to be signing the Rio de Cobre Alliance with
Rio Tinto. This initiative will make possible a major technological breakthrough
collaboration between the world’s largest innovators in the mining industry, starting the
effort to meet the challenges in underground mine where we have the largest operation
projects in the copper industry.”

About Rio Tinto

Rio Tinto is a leading international mining group headquartered in the UK, combining
Rio Tinto plc, a London and NYSE listed company, and Rio Tinto Limited, which is listed
on the Australian Securities Exchange.

Rio Tinto's business is finding, mining, and processing mineral resources. Major products
are aluminium, copper, diamonds, energy (coal and uranium), gold, industrial minerals
(borax, titanium dioxide, salt, talc) and iron ore. Activities span the world but are strongly
represented in Australia and North America with significant businesses in South America,
Asia, Europe and southern Africa.
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For further information, please contact:

Media Relations, London

Nick Cobban
Office: +44 (0) 20 7781 1138
Mobile: +44 (0) 7920 041 003

Christina Mills
Office: +44 (0) 20 7781 1154
Mobile: +44 (0) 7825 275 605

Media Relations, Americas

Tony Shaffer
Office: +61 (0) 3 9283 3612
Mobile: +1 202 256 3667

Investor Relations, London

Mark Shannon
Office: +44 (0) 20 7781 1178
Mobile: +44 (0) 7917 576597

David Ovington
Office: +44 (0) 20 7781 2051
Mobile: +44 (0) 7920 010 978

Investor Relations, North America

Jason Combes
Office: +1 (0) 801 204 2919
Mobile: +1 (0) 801 558 2645

Email: questions@riotinto.com

Website: www.riotinto.com

Media Relations, Australia
Tony Shaffer

Office: +61 (0) 39283 3612
Mobile: +1 202 256 3667

David Luff
Office: +61 (0) 3 9283 3620
Mobile: +61 (0) 419 850 205

Media Relations, Canada

Stefano Bertolli
Office: +1 (0) 514 848 8151
Mobile: +1 (0) 514 945 1800

Investor Relations, Australia

Dave Skinner
Office: +61 (0) 3 9283 3628
Mobile: +61 (0) 408 335 309

Simon Ellinor
Office: +61 (0) 7 3361 4365
Mobile: +61 (0) 439 102 811

High resolution photographs and media pack available at:

http://www.riotinto.com/media/press_kit.asp
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